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-SAGE Executive and Project Director

ABOUT THE LAB

Rough Cut Lab Africa (RCLA) was conceived and implemented 

by documentary filmmaker and editor Khalid Shamis in 

conjunction with the South African Guild of Editors (SAGE) and 

the Encounters South African International Documentary Film 

Festival (Encounters) in 2017.

We had identified the need for such an intervention because 

access to expert industry advice from outside of ‘first world’ 

consultative frameworks during the final editing stages of a 

project is instrumental to shaping the success of documentary 

films as filmmakers complete their vision with integrity and 

enter the marketplace.

RCLA recognises the need for filmmakers on the continent 

to have secure, well versed and well resourced supporting 

knowledge of editing and story construction through 

consultation and mentorship. We are very well supported on 

the continent when it comes to development programmes and 

supportive production initiatives, but somehow we are lacking 

when it comes to story editing and construction. More often 

than not our films are constructed and finished outside of the 

continent, while being beneficial overall for the film project, 

leaves us in a deficit and a reliance on outside story support 

which exacerbates historical relationships of reliance on the 

global North.

RCLA ensures equitable access to African story consultation 

and post-production professionals to contribute to a diverse 

talent pipeline for emerging editors and to connect with post-

production professionals across the African continent and the 

Global South.

LAB DIRECTOR

London born 
Libyan-Capetonian, 
Khalid shamis is a 
documentary director, 
producer and editor 
with a filmmaking 
practice spanning over 
more than 25 years. He 
studied film language 
in London, worked in 
the film industries of 
the UK, Middle East 
and Southern Africa 
and now runs his 
production company 
tubafilms from Cape 
Town. His directing 
work includes ‘Imam 
and I’, 2011 and ‘The 
Colonel’s Stray Dogs’, 
2021. Khalid works 
and researches as 
a doctoral fellow 
at the Centre for 
Humanities Research 
(CHR) at the University 
of the Western Cape.

Khalid’s practice is 
strongly dedicated to 
the pedagogy of
independent 
filmmaking and 
story construction 
in Africa, teaching 
and consulting in 
and outside film 
institutions and 
organized frameworks. 
He describes his 
practice in his own 
words as moving 
at vastly different 
paces: while his own 
films have taken up to 

seven years to finish, 
he constructs and 
completes numerous 
films every year as 
an editor, turning 
his practice into a 
“strange place of 
directing directors, 
guiding first time 
filmmakers, imbibing 
worlds alien to [his] 
own, containing and 
creating another’s 
vision, manifesting 
the dreams of the 
subjects in the films 
and being taken by the 
voice of the material 
itself”.
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Catherine Meyburgh works as 
director, projection designer, 
editor and producer in 
documentary, fiction films and 
television. Her work in multi-
projection design includes ‘Lulu’, 
‘The Nose’, ‘Wozzeck’ and ‘Die 
Zauberflöte’ (Met opera - New 
York; La Scala - Milano; NNTT 
- Tokyo, Paris opera, BAM, Aix-
en-Provence festival, Holland 
festival, Salzburgerfestspiele, 
Sydney opera, Rome opera). She 
has edited over 10 Narrative 
Feature films and television 
drama series (Heartlines, Taste 
of Rain, Gugu & Andile, Yizo Yizo, 
Soul City, When we were Black 
2, Zero Tolerence, Crossing the 
Line) and more than 30 award 
winning

documentaries which have been 
broadcast on Arte, Channel 4, 
BBC – Storyville, ZDF, SABC, NBC 
and film festivals, IDFA, DIFF, 
Berlinale, Hotdocs - Toronto). 
Some of her video installations 
(Refusal of Time, The Head & the 
Load, Africa Rifting, Lines of Fire, 
Mining Bodies) have been exhibited 
at dOKUMENTA, WAM, Iziko Cape 
Town, Smithsonian, Rhurtriennale, 
Tate modern – London, Holland 
festival, The Armory, Nelson 
Mandela Foundation). She has 
recently collaborated with 
William Kentridge, Gregory 
Maqoma, Thuthuka Sibisi and Philip 
Miller on the multi-projection 
performance piece “The Head 
& the Load” addressing the 
neglected history of Africans 
in WW1. It premiered at the Tate 
Modern in London mid 2018 and 
at The Armory in New York late 
2018. She is co-director, co-
producer and editor on the 
multi-award winning documentary 
“Dying for Gold” (2018) with 
Richard Pakleppa, (Winner Rapid 
Lion international film festival 
– Best Documentary 2019, MUSE 
award for best documentary 
screenplay, Nominated for 
five SAFTAS 2020, Documentary 
award ‘I will tell Film Festival’, 
‘Humans of Film festival’ Jury 
award for Best documentary 
2021). In 2021 she collaborated 
with photographer Jo Ractliffe 
and composer Philip Miller on 
the installation ‘Something 
This Way Comes’ (Stevenson 
gallery) and with artist Leora 
Farber on the films ‘Phantom 
Hurt’ and ‘Ghosted Matter’ (Iziko 
museum). She collaborated with 
performance artist Jo Dudley 

CONSULTANTS

https://www.linkedin.com/in/bassmafarah?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app


Kamal Aljafari is a Palestinian 
filmmaker renowned for his 
distinctive approach to cinema. 
After studying at the Academy 
of Media Arts in Cologne, he 
now resides in Berlin, Germany. 
Aljafari has shared his expertise 
in filmmaking through teaching 
positions at The New School in 
New York and the Deutsche Film- 
und Fernsehakademie in Berlin. His 
contributions to the field were 
recognised with a fellowship at 
the Film Study Center Radcliffe 
at Harvard University. In 2021, the
Olhar de Cinema – Curitiba 

International Film Festival 
in Brazil highlighted his 
contributions to cinema by 
dedicating its Focus Section 
to his work. Additionally, his 
installation “The Camera of the
Dispossessed” was showcased 
at the 35th Bienal de São Paulo 
(2023). His short film ‘UNDR’ made 
its debut at the International 
Film Festival Rotterdam (IFFR) in 
2024. Aljafari recently completed 
‘A Fidai Film’ and is currently 
developing a fiction film set to 
be shot in Jaffa.

CONSULTANTS

Yara Costa is a Mozambican 
filmmaker and artist whose work is 
deeply rooted in untold narratives 
invisibilized by colonial rule and 
white supremacy. Her work reflects 
her questions about the reality of 
contemporary post-colonial Africa 
connecting to the past and reimagined 
future and through cinema she 
wishes to share her worldview. Her 
latest film, “Between God and Me”, 
tells the story of Karen, a young 
independent Muslim who defends 
sharia in the multicultural Island of 
Mozambique, but is full of doubts and 
contradictions about her identity and 
the community in which she lives. The 
film premiered at DocLisboa in 2018 
and toured around 40 countries at 
several international film festivals. 
After an extension course at the 
Cuban film school, in 2011, he produced 
and produced “The Crossing”, for the 
Aljazeera television network, a short 
film about the tensions between 
Haiti and the Dominican Republic, told 
through the personal story of a 
Haitian student who crossed the 
border daily to go to school. Her 
first film, directed and produced by 
her, “Why here? Stories of Chinese in 
Africa”, revolves around the personal 
stories of 3 Chinese immigrants in 
different parts of Africa. Yara is 
currently working on 3 different 
projects, including a feature-length 
fiction, by a pan-African collective 
co-produced between Mozambique, 
South Africa and the USA, an immersive 
experience art installation “Nakhoda 
and the Mermaid” about the cultural 
heritage of the coastal peoples 
and the environmental and cultural 
genocide that is currently taking 
place in northern Mozambique, and 
the film “Looking for the Mermaid”, 
currently in development.

CONSULTANTS



Inadelso Cossa is a film director, producer and DOP, member of the (AMPAS) 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Science since 2020. Founder of 16mmFILMES 
a production company focus on creative documentary and feature films.
his films address themes such as post-colonial memory, post-Civil War 
trauma, silent voices and collective amnesia in Mozambique. The unofficial 
history of his country is almost always the vehicle of his cinema where the 
director positions himself on a personal perspective. His first feature-length 
documentary: A Memory in Three Acts made a world premiere at the festival 
IDFA - International Documentary Festival in Amsterdam, Netherlands. The film 
was selected for Durban film Mart 2014, and Locarno Open Doors 2014. Won 
the Jury Special Award at the Zanzibar Int. Film Festival in 2018 and the Flemish 
Commission for Unesco at Afrika film Festival Leuven, Belgium 2020. Inadelso 
Cossa was invited to participate as a jury in several festivals such IDFA 2018, 
Doc Sheffield 2018, Golden Tree Int. Documentary film festival 2019, World 
Press Photo 2020 and documentary programmer at Durban international 
film Festival 2023. Hot Docs Blue Ice Fund pre-selection committee 2024 and 
Sheffield Meet market preselection committee 2024. His second feature film 
The Nights Still smell of gunpowder was made a world premiere at Berlinale 
Forum 2024 and international premiere at CPH: DOX 2024. The film was selected 
for the Berlinale Doc station 2019, Atlas workshop Marrakesh 2019, where 
he won the first prize, Sorfund Norway lab 2020, La Fabric Du Cinema du 
monde Cannes 2020, and Final cut in Venese 2021. And funds like IDFA Bertha 
Fund, Hotdocs, IDFA Bertha Fund Europe, Sorfund Norway, ICA Portugal via co-
production with Portugal, France, Germany and Norway, also pre-acquisition at 
broadcasters like RTP Portugal and Arte La Lucarne.

CONSULTANTS

Tiago Correia-Paulo is a late seventies baby who hails 
from Maputo, Mozambique. He ‘wasted’ a bunch of time 
studying Development Economics and Human Resource 
Management in South Africa to later discover that he 
actually wanted to become a musician, or something 
like that. Based in Johannesburg, he started a couple of 
bands so he could record albums, go on tour, and do 
all the things your conventional musician does. Later, 
bored with the one dimensional aspect of being in bands, 
he started working by himself on film scores and other 
musical experimentations. Not long after, and almost 
instinctively, he ends up bridging other inclinations like 
design, illustration and editing, and dives head first into 
the world of film making. He’s currently an integral 
part of a few musical ventures, has his own electronic 
solo endeavor, built a studio where he works with and 
produces other artists, and spends a fair amount of 
time working on film scores and soundscapes for a wide 
array of projects.

CONSULTANTS



Angolan Berlin-based filmmaker Fradique is known for his works
“Independência” (2015) and “Air Conditioner” (2020). His films delve
into dystopian worlds exploring themes of memory, mourning, and
social justice. “Air Conditioner”, a MUBI DEBUT premiered at
Rotterdam International Film Festival, earning critical acclaim.
Fradique has been a vocal advocate of Global South cinema at
various panels, international film festivals, and universities. He is
Science New Wave Member, Berlinale Talent, Realness Institute,
Global Media Maker and Film Independent fellow. Fradique as
curator works for Africa Film Festival Cologne and the Berlinale
Panorama Advisory committee. In 2023, he was awarded the
SFFILM Sloan Science in Cinema Fellowship and is developing his
new feature film “Hold Time for Me”.

CONSULTANTS

Fatma Riahi studied cinema and television technologies 
in Tunisia. She worked as a producer/director on short 
documentaries in Tunisia. In 2011, Fatma made a mid-length 
TV documentary, ‘Tunisia... The Revolution Continues’, which 
was about the Tunisian revolution. In the same year, she 
joined Al Jazeera Documentary as a producer in the 
Production Department. In 2015, she started working on her 
first feature film, ‘A Haunted Past’, which was nominated in 
IDFA 2018 for the first appearance competition. It was also 
viewed in the special selection in Hot Docs 2019, RIDM 2019, 
COSTARICA Festival Internacional de Cine 2019 and the Durban 
International Film Festival. ‘A Haunted Past’ won ANHAR 
Award for the best human rights film 2019 at KARAMA Film 
Festival – Amman and The Bronze Tanit in JCC (Carthage Film 
Festival) 2019. Fatma is working now on her second long 
feature, ‘My Father Killed Bourguiba’.

CONSULTANTS



Mehdi Bekkar joined Aljazeera Documentary Channel in 2007 as
Senior Picture Editor, showcasing his talent and zeal. He continued to 
grow in his career and was appointed Post-Production Supervisor in 
2009. In 2013, he became Senior Producer in the Production Department 
of the same channel, a position he still holds today. Bekkar has 
supervised various documentary productions on different subjects 
and directed several documentary films, including ‘Free Kick’ ‘Messali 
Hadj’ and ‘The Forgotten Massacre 1961’, which have received three 
prestigious awards in Croatia and Morocco.

CONSULTANTS
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/bassmafarah?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app


Salma Saad, Director, Producer, script writer, started first as an 
actress, then she worked In different administrative jobs Before 
studying filmmaking as a screenings & workshops co-ordinator in 
festivals and artistic events like the National Theater Festival, the 
European Film Panorama, and children's workshops at the British 
Council from 2016 to 2019. She participated in her first documentary 
project The documentary film development workshop in (Luxor 
African film festival 2024),The short documentary workshop by film 
independent in (Ismailia film festival 2024). In 2023, she joined the 
Egyptian Producers Club and was selected for "aflamuna" impact 
film lab. Believing in the power of art to create a strong impact, 
she is always passionate about cinematic and artistic projects that 
express their creators and convey their voices.

SALMA
SAAD

LAND OF DREAMS AND NIGHTMARESparticipants

Bassma Farah is a versatile artist who holds a bachelor's 
degree in Art Direction in Cinema and Theater from the Faculty 
of Fine Arts at Helwan University. Additionally, she is a graduate 
of the Jesuit Cairo Film School in Egypt in 2022. Currently, 
Bassma works as a filmmaker, editor, actor, photographer, 
storyboard artist, singer, and music composer. She has also 
participated in several acting and filmmaking workshops and 
has performed in numerous plays in community theatres. Her 
debut short film “Sushi With Kebda” won awards at two Egyptian 
film festivals. She completed “V’s Secret”, her latest short film 
in 2024 as her graduation project for Jesuit Cairo film school.

BASSMA
FARAH

participants LAND OF DREAMS AND NIGHTMARES

https://www.instagram.com/salma___saad?igsh=MWdvYTcxMGZ4bnhkNQ
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bassmafarah?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app


Ager Oueslati is a journalist, photographer and 
documentary film-maker. She was introduced to film 
photography as a child. At the age of 18, she wrote her 
first articles as a journalist, while studying history at 
Paris 1. In 2013, she joined the editorial team at France 
Télévision and the École Supérieure de Journalisme 
Pro Lille-Montpellier (ESJ-PRO) on a sandwich course, 
graduating in January 2015. After a few years at France 
Télévision, she moved to Tunis. In September 2019, she 
directed her first 14-minute short film, Exilées, which 
was selected for various international festivals. She 
founded the Taswir production company in 2021. Raouf 
Oueslati joined her as producer. Together they co-
produce You don't die two times, Ager Oueslati's 1st 
feature-length documentary, due to be released in 
2025. Taswir is also a training project and a forum 
for young people from the neighbourhood where the 
offices are located.

AGER
OUESLATI

participants YOU DON’T DIE TWO TIMESparticipants LAND OF DREAMS AND NIGHTMARES

‘Land of Dreams and Nightmares’ explores the contrasting 

perspectives of two individuals, Kayal and Bassma, as they navigate 

life in Cairo working on a film school assignment documenting 

their perspectives towards the city. Delving into themes of identity, 

belonging and the pursuit of dreams amidst the complexities of 

urban life, offering personal reflections on the realities of living 

in a city filled with both promise and peril.

LAND OF DREAMS
AND NIGHTMARES

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ager-oueslati-69a81b53


participants YOU DON’T DIE TWO TIMES

A ray of light gently penetrates the dimly lit room where Gift 
is barely visible. She is 36 years old and still hasn't made it to 
Spain. She doesn't earn enough to send money to her son, Michel, 
in Nigeria. The unexpected upcoming arrival of Blossom, whose 
existence nobody knows, hinders her quest for Europe. One night, 
a dream disturbs her thoughts: "God is working on me," Gift says, 
anxiously. As usual, she talks to herself and reminisces about 
everything she has experienced since 2017. Her departure from Lagos 
and the abandonment of her son, Michel. She remembers Agadez, 
her attempt to cross the Moroccan border, as well as her family 
memories, particularly her mother's departure when she was only 5 
years old. She reflects on how the family patterns she unwittingly 
replicates over the years have led her on the path of exile, 
perpetuating the violence of her childhood. Gift takes us along 
with her into the fragility of her past, into the true reasons behind 
a woman's search for well-being. The wait, the journey, the doubts, 
death, life, confession, truth, the sea, and the mother reveal the 
ultimate quest carried by Gift's soul.

YOU DON’T DIE 
TWO TIMES

Salma Ben Osman is a film editor and assistant editor born in 

Tunis in 1985. She graduated in 2011 from the Higher Institute 

of Cinema and Audiovisual Arts in Gammarth, majoring in 

editing techniques and theories. Salma began her career 

with the documentary "Fellega 2011" by Rafik Omrani, which 

chronicles the first sit-in of the Arab Spring in Tunisia. She 

has worked on short films like "The Eagles of Carthage" 

(2020) and "When the Sky Began to Scream" (2017), feature 

films such as "Perfumed with Mint" (in postproduction), 

"Noura's Dream" (2019), and "Sweet Smell of Spring" (2016), as 

well as documentaries like "She Had a Dream." 

SALMA BEN
OSMAN

participants YOU DON’T DIE TWO TIMES

https://www.linkedin.com/in/salma-ben-osman-076074188


Thabo Bopape is a film director and producer 
who has also appeared in numerous feature films, 
television series, and commercials.  He began working 
in television in 1982 at the age of 14, gaining early 
experience in community access television at Cable 
De Kalb in Atlanta, Georgia (USA). After returning to 
South Africa in 1993, he freelanced in commercials 
and feature films as a camera assistant and clapper 
loader and established his own company in 1994. In the 
same year, he won "Best Overall Festival Film" and 
"Best Documentary" awards from the Weekly Mail (now 
Mail & Guardian) for his short documentary "Desperate 
Celebrations," which was entered in the Weekly Mail 
Short Film Competition. Throughout his career, he has 
focused on social justice and development, aiming to 
contribute to a world where all human rights are 
respected, regardless of race, gender, and social 
class. Thabo is passionate about skills development 
and the transformation of society through the arts, 
and he has used his recent roles and responsibilities 
as an opportunity to apply the skills and experience 
he has gathered over the years to make a difference in 
other people's lives.

THABISO
BOPAPE

participants Mamelod ‘86 - Moya o boima

Dimakatso Raphoto also known as Dimi Raph, is an experienced 
and versatile filmmaker with 25 years of experience in the film 
and television industry. Her expertise is in research, producing, 
directing, shooting, and editing. Her work is known for being 
creative, thorough, and infused with a passion for life and social 
justice. Previously, she has worked on various formats including 
news, current affairs, reality shows, drama, and lifestyle magazine 
shows. Dimakatso has an uncanny ability to engage with people 
from diverse backgrounds and has worked on both local and 
international productions. In addition to her own work, she 
is committed to nurturing emerging talent,particularly from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. She has also been involved in teaching 
youth about business ownership and mentoring aspiring filmmakers.

DIMAKATSO
RAPHOTO

participants Mamelod ‘86 - Moya o boima

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nudirector
https://www.afrikakuinuka.co.za/about


Marwan Mowaffak is a writer and director, editor and producer 
from Alexandria, Egypt. Marwan is also a Beirut Talents Alumni 
who studied filmmaking at the Jesuit Film School. His debut short 
"My Father is not Dead Yet" has been selected in many local and 
international film festivals, latest of which was the AFLAM Film 
Festival in Marseille, and was awarded with an Honorable Mention 
and Best Actor Award at the Visions Short Film Festival in Cairo. He 
is currently in production of his first feature documentary film 
"Family Business"

MARWAN MOWAFFAK
participants FAMILY BUSINESSparticipants Mamelod ‘86 - Moya o boima

Mamelodi ‘86 is a journey of strength, courage, and resilience in 
recognition of the mothers of political activists who disappeared 
from Mamelodi, South Africa, between 1986 and 1988. Led by Madeleine 
Fullard, head of the National Prosecuting Authority Missing Persons 
Task Team, she uncovers the last living testimonies of the deaths 
of the ten young anti-apartheid activists. Mamelodi ’86 is an aide-
memoire that reconciliation is not forgetting the past but learning 
from it and moving towards a brighter future of accountability and 
acknowledgement, chronicling how the mothers waited to bury the 
remains of their loved ones, and how many more are still waiting. 
Some got a sense of closure... Others are still searching...

Mamelod ‘86
Moya o boima

https://www.berlinale-talents.de/bt/talent/marwan-mowaffak/profile


participants FAMILY BUSINESS

Marwan witnesses, and takes part in, the selling of his 

grandmother’s family house in the district of Agami in Alexandria. 

This act puts Marwan on a journey of self reflection and 

confrontation of the family’s shared history. Through almost 

60 years of archival footage, Marwan explores the family’s 

transcendence in the house. Selling the family house in Agami came 

after an apparent downer slope of the district with more illegal 

construction, general urbanization and overpopulation of the 

district. It was only after the 2011 uprising that Marwan witnessed 

most of his generation’s family members leave the country to 

pursue more fruitful and comfortable lives in different parts of 

the world.

FAMILY BUSINESS

Gina Ibrahim (1995) is an Egyptian filmmaker based 
in Alexandria, Egypt. Fine arts bachelor’s degree. 
Ibrahim’s work focuses on the archive and 
deconstructing the aesthetics of home videos 
between the found footage and reimagining 
the past, in a fiction represented archive. Gina 
graduated from Jesuit film school and directed 
her first short film "I, you and she" as her 
graduation project from the program. She 
continuously works on several film projects as a 
film editor. Ibrahim’s work as an editor and DOP in 
films has been screened in multiple film festivals 
worldwide.

GINA IBRAHIM
participants FAMILY BUSINESS

https://www.linkedin.com/in/gina-ibrahim-4b8588311


Chris Kets ,Chris has been a documentary filmmaker 
since 2010, garnering experience focusing on music 
videos and online-based short format storytelling: 
#gqomwave for Boiler Room UK, looking at SA street 
wear culture for HYPEBEAST, isiPantsula, about music 
subculture for OkayAfrica, Kwaito to Amapiano for 
Spotify, amongst many others. As an artist he has 
had his video and directing work exhibited at London 
Museum Of Design, Dublin Museum of Modern Art, Tate 
Modern London and Q21 in Austria - and is a Berlinale 
Talents alumni. Chris was Director of Photography 
and Editor on the award-winning film Not in my 
Neighbourhood. He is currently directing feature 
documentary film Notes from the Underground, 
chosen by Cannes Docs 2024 as a spotlighted project. 
His short film 6SENSE looking at the life of a blind 
musician is premiering at Encounters Documentary 
Film festival in June, and his co-directed series Third 
Space, which links music and dance cultures from 
Africa and diaspora has 3+ million views on Boiler 
Room UK. Chris is the creative director of KAMVA 
Collective, a cultural production house with an aim 
to expand methods of storytelling so as to widen 
the possibilities of using popular culture as a tool 
for conscious social change in Africa.

CHRIS
KETS

participants NOTES FROM UNDERGROUND

Adrian Van Wyk is a filmmaker/creative producer and 
cultural historian from Cape Town, South Africa. He 
completed a MA in History at Stellenbosch University. 
His dissertation, titled “From Jamaica to the Cape Flats: 
Reflecting on the manifestations of a Cape Town Hip Hop 
Culture'', unpacked the diasporic movements of Hip Hop 
culture onto the Cape Flats periphery of Cape Town. 
This research laid the foundation for the documentary 
feature film he is currently  co-Directing and producing 
titled “Notes From The Underground: A Cape Town Hip Hop 
Story'', which has received support from the South African 
National Film and Video Foundation. Adrian has previously 
been nominated by the Mail and Guardian as one of the 
top 200 South Africans in the arts and culture sector 
for his work creating platforms for cultural expression 
around the country. In 2023, a documentary short film 
that he researched and produced titled “What The Soil 
Remembers” had its world premier at International Film 
Festival Rotterdam (IFFR) where it was also awarded the 
Ammodo Tiger Short Award. Alongside this, “What The Soil 
Remembers” has recently won the Best International Short 
Documentary at the Regina International Film Festival and 
Awards, best short documentary film at the 30th edition 
of the Ningbo International Short Film Festival in China and 
the Critics Choice award at the Siberian International Film 
Festival. Adrian was selected as an artist in residence by the 
Singapore Art Museum for 2023.

ADRAIN
VAN WYK

participants NOTES FROM UNDERGROUND

https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-kets-83035b67
https://www.linkedin.com/in/adrian-van-wyk-521464244


Nicole Schafer (1980) is an independent documentary filmmaker and 
founder of Thinking Strings Media in the KwaZulu-Natal midlands. Her 
international feature documentary “Buddha in Africa” (2019) has been 
shown around the world and won numerous local and international 
awards including “Best Director” and “Best Documentary” in the South 
African Film and Television awards 2020. Nicole has experience as a 
video-journalist, camera operator and editor. She has a Master of Fine 
Art (MFA) degree in Film and Television production from the University 
of Cape Town (Distinction, 2005).

NICOLE
SCHAFER

participants MOTHERS IN A TIME OF PLAGUEparticipants NOTES FROM UNDERGROUND

Delving into the world of Cape Town's Hip Hop scene, 

tracing its roots and evolution within the city's complex 

cultural landscape, ‘Notes From The Underground’ uses the 

medium of Hip Hop as a lens to reflect on the psyche of 

the country as well as the history of displacement and 

cultural erasure.

NOTES FROM 
UNDERGROUND

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nicole-schafer-a974b221


MOTHERS IN A TIME OF PLAGUE

Inside the maternity ward of a busy public hospital in South 
Africa, a doctor studying to become a specialist, struggles to 
keep the work-family balance whilst battling a multitude of 
‘plagues’.

Covid-19, staff shortages, wage-strikes, difficult teenage births 
and a failing power grid are some of the day-to-day challenges 
that stand in her way of becoming a good doctor - and being a 
good mom.

MOTHERS IN
A TIME OF PLAGUE

participants

I am an independent South African filmmaker, with a particular 
focus on queer representation.I have worked in film, TV and theatre 
for the past 14 years as a Writer, Producer,Director, Content 
Producer, Story Consultant and Teacher. Through my work, Iam 
always looking to spread light in the darkest parts of ourselves: 
addressingthe themes of self and societal transformation, justice, 
love and family.As a storyteller, I am interested in a myriad of 
platforms and genres where stories can be told, made and shared.
As a Playwright, I have written two plays: a horror-drama titled 
"Solitary Confinement" and a crime/drama titled "The Boy," that have 
shown at the Market Theatre and State Theatre, respectively. I am 
currently working on my third theatre play, a political satire. In 
film, I have written “Death At The Chess Club,” a mystery feature 
script, "The Rebound," a rom-com feature film, and served as the 
Script Editor on "The Bad Bishop," a crime drama. As a published 
author, I am a contributing writer to the US Anthology book, “The 
Strength of my Soul” In my pursuit to make films that explore 
the themes that define my work, I started my company, Kei Media, 
a queer-centered production company wherein we explore telling 
stories in different genres; Action, Thriller, Mystery, Romance and 
Documentary.“The Gay Agenda” is our/Kei Media’s first documentary 
feature. I am a firm believer in collaboration to lift the impact of 
bodies of work. Outside of work, I am a passionate lover of books, 
people, food and sport, and I am a Patriot!

Di Neo
Matebese 

participants THE GAY AGENDA

Asma.Diakite@goethe

https://dineormh.wixsite.com/dineo


participants THE GAY AGENDA

Set against the backdrop of rural, urban and township South 

Africa, a queer filmmaker explores the lives and experiences 

of LGBTQ+ people as they navigate their familial, platonic and 

romantic relationships against socially-santioned homophobia and 

transphobia.

THE GAY AGENDA

Mpumelelo Peyi is an experienced director of photography and 
film editor with over a decade of professional experience. Skilled 
in capturing high-quality footage and editing it into compelling 
and engaging films. Strong Creative Vissionand ability to work 
collaboratively with others. Also Does work for International 
brands such as Swizz Vision Films(Switzerland), Orasecom 
(Multinational) and Oji Records(WestAfrica).

MPUMELELO
PEYI

participants THE GAY AGENDA

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mpumelelo-peyi-dbehouse-9512b5164


Lara Sousa is a director producer, and founder of Kulunga 
Filmes, a production company aiming to produce films 
(documentary and fiction) by emerging filmmakers in the 
region. As a producer, Sousa is interested in innovative 
content, associating with filmmakers whose proposals focus 
on themes such as collective memory, cultural heritage, 
colonization, and decolonization processes. The short films 
she directed and made won several awards and were shown 
at various festivals such as FESPACO, DAKAR 2022, MAM Rio, 
etc. She developed the documentary "The Ship and the Sea" 
selected for the Berlinale DocStation and was awarded 
the IBF Award at the DFM 2020. The project was funded by 
the Sundance Documentary Programme. Sousa works as 
a training coordinator for the MiradasDoc Market and 
Documentary Festival in Tenerife - Spain. Lara is a fellow 
of Digital Lab Africa and a Creative Producer at Indaba. 
Along with other creatives from Lusophone Africa, Lara 
has dedicated a lot of energy to strengthening the film 
ecosystem in the region, helping to strategically think 
about public policies, training young creators, and making 
Lusophone film production visible in the international 
market.

LARA
SOUSA

participants NóS, POVOS DAS ILHAS

Elson Santos was born in Cape Verde in 1977. He has a degree in 
Communication from the Pontifical Catholic University in Brazil, 
with a focus on Advertising. He has 14 years of experience in 
communications and marketing, gained in the public and private 
sectors. He worked on the production of the first edition of the 
Oiá Festival - Cape Verde International Film and Audiovisual Festival. 
Film and Audiovisual Festival of Cape Verde, and took part in the 
first PALOP think-tank on PALOP reflection group on documentary 
cinema at the CPLP Film Festival in João Pessoa, Brazil. Pessoa, Brazil. 
Passionate about the rich oral tradition of the islands, he believes 
that cinema and the visual arts have a leading role to play in 
disseminating the living and invisible living and invisible memories of 
Cape Verde. The project "Nós, Povo das Ilhas" is his first foray into 
documentary cinema as a producer and director.

ELSON SANTOS
participants NóS, POVOS DAS ILHAS

https://www.berlinale-talents.de/bt/talent/lara-sousa/profile


participants NóS, POVOS DAS ILHAS

Reflecting on the memory around Cape Verdean independence, Elson 

Santos establishes a conversation with the country’s Independence 

heroes. Immersing themselves in memories, they reflect in a sincere 

way on the victories, defeats and disappointments of what was an 

independence process.

NóS POVOS DAS ILHAS

Sara Gouveia is an award winning filmmaker. Her first 
feature length documentary "The Sound of Masks" had its 
World Premiere at IDFA 2018 and was described in Africa is 
a Country as “a visual meditation on the nature of memory 
in postcolonial societies”. The film was also officially 
selected for the Marrakech International Film Festival 
2018, Hot Docs 2019, New York African Film Festival 2019, 
the Durban International Film Festival and DocLisboa 2019, 
amongst others. The film received the award for Best 
Feature Documentary at the Plateau International Film 
Festival 2019 and the 14th SAFTA Golden Horn Award for 
Best Cinematography as well as SAFTA nominations for Best 
Feature Documentary and Best Editing in 2020. In 2021 the 
film received the awards for Best International Feature and 
Best Direction at the 7th Brasil Festival of International 
Cinema.Sara directed the documentary “Mother to Mother”, 
produced by The Ergo Company and Seashore Films, 
which premiered at the 2020 Encounters SA International 
Documentary Film Festival, where it was described as “an 
engaging and thought-provoking work of cinema that 
expands our collective humanity”. The film was awarded 
second place in the Adiaha Award for best documentary film, 
it also received nominations for Best Documentary Feature, 
Best Cinematography and Best Sound during the 2021 SAFTAs 
and won the Writers Guild of South Africa Muse Award for 
Best Documentary Script 2020. The film is currently available 
on Showmax.Her most recent short film “Like Water” has been 
officially selected for the 2021 Encounters South African 
International Documentary Festival, MUICA 2021 in Colombia, 
NYPSFF 2021 in the USA and Africa in Motion in Scotland.

sara
gouveia

participants NóS, POVOS DAS ILHAS

https://www.instagram.com/saracfgouveia?igsh=cTV1OGpzaGc5dzJu


Nassim Ouadi is an Algerian editor 
from Constantine. Nassim pursued his 
studies in Paris before beginning a 
long-standing collaboration with KG 
Production, founded by Costa Gavras 
and Michelle Ray Gavras. An editor 
with a diverse portfolio that includes 
both fiction and documentaries, Nassim 
is best known for his work on "I Still 
Hide to Smoke" (2016), "Sweet Smell of 
Spring" (2016), and "Let Them Come" (2015).

nassim
ouadi

participants MAGMA

Mia Bendrimia is a French-Algerian emerging director and producer. 
After studying Political Science and International Relations, Bendrimia 
established herself in Cairo, Egypt where she worked as a Creative 
Producer, getting familiar with the Middle Eastern film landscapes. 
Bendrimia is the founder and CEO of Nazar Films, a Paris-based 
production house crafting impactful stories from the SWANA region 
and the Mediterranean worlds. She also founded the Cairo Cinema Club, 
creating a space for the new generation of filmmakers through weekly 
screenings.

MIA
BENDRIMIA

participants MAGMA

https://m.imdb.com/name/nm8994655/?ref_=ext_shr_lnk


Toroga Denver from ||Hui!Gaes/ Cape town is a Khoikhoi First nations, 
kuru-ao-i/ artist, kares-ao-i/ poet who writes to !kham/challenge the 
|ari/ erasure of the Khoikhoi gowas/language, once the language of 
the wealthiest people on these lands and Khoi stories.

My sisen/work as a queer, two-spirited xoa-ao-i/ writer is my 
ǂurusen/ healing, my connection to my Inqua Khoi abogan from the 
place colonisers called ‘Graaff-Reinet’ but most importantly, my 
KARE/ praise to our TARADI/ KHOI WOMEN

toroga
denver

participants kamdeboo

Asma.Diakite@goethe

participants MAGMA

Born in France to a family estranged from its Algerian roots, Mia 

grew up under the crushing weight of silence about their past. 

Devastating family secrets set her off on a wild roller coaster 

of a journey across two continents and six decades to untangle 

increasingly contradictory truths.

MAGMA

https://dineormh.wixsite.com/dineo


participants kamdeboo

Set against the backdrop of rural, urban and township life in South 

Africa, a young filmmaker explores the lives of the experiences of 

LGBTQ+ people as they navigate their familial, platonic and romantic 

relationships.  The film is a full-hearted and inspiring romantic 

drama that chronicles the journey of building and rebuilding - 

through love - family that has been affected by socially-sanctioned 

homophobia and transphobia.

kamdeboo

Ayesha Anthony-abrahams is an editor with a career that spans 
over 10 years.  She has experience in features, short film and 
documentaries. Some of her work includes Strike a chord, Rooibos 
restitution and Teater na die mense.

ayesha
anthony-abrahams

participants kamdeboo

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mpumelelo-peyi-dbehouse-9512b5164


RCLA 2024
PARTNERS

Special Thanks

Submissions Jury

Lisandro Jordão ( Mozambique )

Miki Redelinghuys ( South Africa )

Youhanna Nagy ( Egypt )

Fabio Ribeiro ( Mozambique )

Amilcar Patel ( South Africa )

Rodrigo Brum ( Egypt/Brazil )

Design & Layouts

anima estudio criativo ( Mozambique )

Ndumiso Ngcobo ( South Africa )

Management & Administration

Melissa Parry s.a.g.e. ( South Africa )

Tarha mckenzie ( encounters )

Lucinda van de rheede ( scissor cut films )

Khalid Shamis s.a.g.e ( rcla director )   

https://refinery.co.za/
https://doc.aljazeera.net
http://pressurecookerstudios.co.za
https://nfvf.co.za
https://anima.co.mz/en/
https://goethe.de/ins/za/en/m/
https://www.editorsguildsa.org/
http://encounters.co.za





